ABC News 9-12-2001 LIVE COVERAGE - 4:05 A.M 
E.T - 6:00 A.M E.T 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=oi5rsLdlR2l (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=oi5rsLdlR2| 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https:/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sq) on Sun Apr 11 2021. 


From Wednesday September 12th, 2001 ABC NEWS Coverage of Tuesday's attacks the United States. 
Coverage runs from 4:05 A.M E.T - 6:00 A.M E.T. 


e At5:00 A.M E.T, (55:48) ABC NEWS Charles Gibson and Diane Sawyer take over coverage from 
the G.M.A Times Square studios. 


e Coverage resumes at 7:00 A.M E.T on this video @https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch? 
v=ZqMUOtTHZWk&list=PLHBSA-Wg6P 1 pregtCOYZ-dVmZGH1 vctFK&index=4 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=oi5rsLdlR2i 





stock market which is very much affected by being in that part of town where the world trade center disaster 
has occurred uh is closed and and it won't be open tomorrow at all well without that guidance from the stock 
market the markets all around the world all interconnected as we know are looking for guidance it's not there 
uh the stock prices in asia were plummeting today after that because you know again it's such a shock and 
some are liking it to the gulf war which led to a major recession around the world in fact the trade center 
towers were really the heart of in this financial district that you know spans the globe what kind of impact 
might this have long term not just on you know destroying those towers but to to lose all those documents to 
lose all this information and all these people well you know i think the people aspect is what everybody's 
been focusing on and rightly so we just don't know from the other side of things how the markets will react i 
mean it seems to be two schools of thought here some say this is a long-term disaster that it'll be very very 
difficult for the markets to recover that this could be the thing that sort of tips it over into a recession that 
we've been sort of flirting with for the last several months but others point out that the markets have been 
very resilient and that in at times of stress it will look bad for a while but as this country pulls together so will 
the market and that we'll begin to see uh some sort of recovery it's really too soon to say just like that's just 
like we have to say about so much of this uh my our colleague diane sawyer was actually reporting a few 
hours ago and was talking about the fact that everywhere down there on that scene you could see financial 
records and and papers just is everywhere you looked you know litter from this terrible terrible explosion 
documents that were so so important yesterday and now have become just yeah so much of that though i 
think is also on computers and so forth we just don't know how much is destroyed how much is duplicated 
somewhere else you just don't know i mean there's just no way for us to say what the the sort of the tangible 
impact of this will be on the markets and the ability of companies to continue to 
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the ability of companies to continue to do business once we begin to have the cleanup in place once people 
do go back to work in that part of town we don't know how hard it's going to be for them to sort of jump start 
and get back to where they were before all right well despite heavy damage at the pentagon thanks derek uh 
despite that attack and despite damage in the fire burning and victims there the pentagon is scheduled to be 
open today in fact it is open as of now even as officials deal with what appears to be a very high death toll 
abc's jim schudo is outside the pentagon uh folks working there even as we speak absolutely elizabeth still 


active and i think we we have noticed a little bit less smoke in about the last hour a sense that the fire is 
coming somewhat under control there used to be three or four hoses spraying the roof of the pentagon now 
we're just down to one still a lot of smoke as you can see but but noticeably less in the last hour so a sense 
that they are uh they are making progress at least firefighters making headway in both uh the washington dc 
and in new york jim uh how much of that building or of that complex in essence will in fact be operational 
tomorrow if you can picture the pentagon as you know of course it's five-sided it has ten corridors emanating 
out from the center like the spokes of a wheel tomorrow apparently between two and six quarter number two 
and quarter number six that area is going to be closed off a little more than a third of the building closed off 
tomorrow morning but the rest of the building up and running and as we've talked about many times tonight 
it's running as we speak the national military command center where the secretary of defense was for much 
of the evening he may still be there a pentagon not telling us either way also other officers we spoke with 
someone who called us actually a couple of hours ago and said just in his unit alone 500 to a thousand 
people at work tonight so a building that has been greatly damaged the plane went three rings into the 
building it's five concentric rings in the pentagon and yet it's still active 


00:04:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=oi5rsLdIR2i&t=241s 





and yet it's still active all right tim thank you so much for that report demands for a swift and strong military 
response followed yesterday's deadly attacks they came from among others former secretary of state 
lawrence eagleburger who spoke with abc's peter jennings afghanistan has been in the country in absolute 
turmoil just riddled with violence for more than a decade the united states was party to that in many cases 
what could the united states do now to a government in afghanistan that would make it make life any worse 
for them than it is already by destroying that government or by destroying the the infrastructure of that 
government look i understand that particularly in a case like afghanistan you have 150 years of this kind of 
instability that doesn't mean what it does mean i think though is that if we're going to judge these issues 
precisely with the kinds of questions you've asked much as they have to be asked and we then decide 
because there is not a lot that can be done that we shouldn't do anything i think that's the wrong approach 
and i think if the terrorists and the governments who house them are made to pay prices for it and again i 
can't believe that the the the government of in kabul would take kindly to having its government buildings 
blown up under them or over them i think there are things we could do you do you do mean i gather then 
among other things attacking the capital of afghanistan yeah we're at the taliban from which the taliban rules 
and perhaps a city like kandahar large city in the south if necessary sir full scale attacks on that look i 
understand i'm one person saying this and everyone else will be horrified by it but what i'm the point i'm 
trying to make here is i think we now need to understand that this is a war we will have lost 
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this is a war we will have lost some tens of thousands of people i suspect and i think we must make it clear to 
the rest of the world that we're going to be if you will somewhat irrational in our response i mean neither to 
agree nor disagree with you i hope you understand that but you but but you but you are suggesting that the 
united states now fight on the same level as the people who have committed these actions you betcha when 
you fight a war that is what you do and you must be ready to have to live with the consequences of fighting 
that strong remarks tonight from former secretary of state lawrence eagleburger we go now to abc's rebecca 
coopers who is in washington d.c rebecca you've been talking to some senior intelligence sources i know 
throughout the evening any idea yet how we who are supposed to be the best in the world in intelligence 
missed any sort of sign any clue that this attack was coming elizabeth senior intelligence officials tell us that 
in fact there was no there were no specific signs that this was coming in fact not only were we not receiving 
any general threats but we were at a lower state of threat than we had been in many recent weeks and 
months so they say there were no specific threats there was nothing that pointed to the time or place and 
there was certainly not a heightened state of alarm within the united states there had been some increased 
concern for american citizens traveling to israel and other parts of the middle east but there were no 
concerns seen here in the united states so now the concern becomes for the white house for the central 
intelligence agency and other parts of the national security apparatus what do they do to anticipate further 


attacks in the future given that there were no signs that led to this and what is the answer to that i mean are 
they just trying to figure out how now to beef up intelligence uh agencies connections sources that sort of 
thing around the world they have that challenge before them last night after the president's speech he went 
immediately in to what's called the sit room the situation room inside the basement of 
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situation room inside the basement of the white house it's a heavily armored room that's like a bank vault 
where he met with his national security officials and got a very frank and firm assessment of the situation 
from cia director george tenet and administration officials tell abc news that following that meeting they 
acknowledge they have the very real concern about how to do that in the future they still have to determine 
once and for all who is responsible administration officials telling abc news that all signs certainly do point to 
osama bin laden and they have mounting evidence to make that case as the hours go by but they are not 
ruling out other possible sources of attack but they also have an additional concern which is if it is indeed 
osama bin laden how do they retaliate it's not a nation it's a widespread terrorist cell and as one senior 
terrorism official noted to me earlier other than a bunch of mud huts we don't know exactly who and what to 
attack they don't know where osama bin laden is and any given on any given day although there have been 
several remarks tonight that uh from from different sources in the administration um and even comments 
from president bush to the effect that countries uh providing safe harbor to these terrorists will pay the price 
so even if we don't Know exactly where osama bin laden is if and that's a big if we determine that he is in fact 
behind this terrorist attack uh they seem to be not ruling out attacks on whatever country's giving him harbor 
exactly you've done in your own reporting in the past elizabeth the ever president danger to american 
citizens traveling abroad and there are several countries that american citizens have been warned from 
traveling to because they do harbor known terrorists afghanistan has been a country of real concern and the 
united states has consistently warned them in the past that actions would be taken if they continued to 
harbor terrorists but took no real specific action we are now being told to expect all of that to change in the 
wake of 
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all of that to change in the wake of yesterday's attack indeed i think safe to say life in the united states for 
every american will change after what has happened thank you rebecca cooper from washington we'll be 
checking back in with you a little bit later abc's derek mcginty my colleague is here you've been keeping track 
of uh different stock market reaction around the world already markets having a tremendously adverse 
reaction well uh beyond the obvious human cost here the the tremendous human cost here the other big 
casualty seems to be confidence in japan uh the the nikkei average which is their stock market their dow 
jones is down more than six percent uh and it's because a lot of investors are running scared interestingly 
gold which is sort of considered a safe harbor when things are bad people buy gold the price of gold is up 
right now the dollar itself is a lot lower one of the things to keep in mind was that several very important 
japanese banks in fact 31 of them had offices in the world trade center those officers now obviously 
destroyed again the impact is fundamentally on those tangible assets but on confidence which as you know 
is sort of the currency that investors trade and without it we just don't know how the market will react again 
the u.s markets are closed today wednesday and they will decide later today when to reopen the method will 
be thursday friday or whenever that will be depending exactly depending on what goes on all right derek 
thanks so much authorities say the hijacking to the three planes that crashed in new york city and 
washington dc along with that fourth jet that went down near pittsburgh were closely coordinated obviously 
by these terrorists abc's lisa stark reports now on the timeline the first plane to crash into the twin towers was 
this boeing 767 american airlines flight 11. the plane with 92 passengers and crew left boston around 8 a.m 
heading for los angeles about a half hour into the flight it made a hard left turn over upstate new york there 
were violent changes in air speed the plane turned and headed toward manhattan it slowed and aimed right 
for the world trade 
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and aimed right for the world trade tower at the same time this united 767 flight 175 65 people on board also 
going from boston to los angeles is flying over massachusetts it turns toward new jersey the jet that makes a 
u-turn over the state comes toward manhattan from the south over staten island it slams into the second 
world trade tower both planes were in the air about 45 minutes even before the towers are hit this american 
airlines 757 flight 77 has left washington's dulles airport bound for los angeles it's believed the plane was in 
the air for over an hour before it destroyed a section of the pentagon this is all that's left of united airlines 
flight 93. it left newark bound for san francisco it appears hijackers took control somewhere over cleveland 
the plane took a hard turn to the south then someone in the cockpit radioed that the plane wanted to change 
flight plans and head to washington d.c it never made it disappearing from radar crashing south of pittsburgh 
and there is of course speculation that that plane hijackers had meant for that plane to go and crash in or 
near camp david again crashing instead in the pennsylvania countryside yet another airplane aside from 
those four jets had a close call yesterday the pilot of twa flight number three bound from new york city to st 
louis came perilously close to one of the planes that crashed into the world trade center abc's dean reynolds 
reports the twa pilot was told to take evasive action you dodged one of the aircraft that hit the tower well he 
was he was up there whenever we were coming from new york so what we had to do was they were not 
talking to him and he was changing his heading and his altitude so they just cleared us to deviate however 
we had to stay away from him it was right after they had taken off and the passengers were horrified i 
thought we were going to crash i thought the plane was going to crash 
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the plane was going to crash because when we took off the plane kind of went down and came back up kind 
of kind of it was kind of shaking and it wasn't your normal taking off routine and then you could just see like a 
plane just kind of just bypass stuff really close and i and i maybe it not a terrible available below then when 
we got really high up um you know my brother's a fireman and so i said doesn't it look like the trade center's 
on fire and he says yeah it does it looks like a big fire all right that was abc's dean reynolds with that report 
obviously the world trade center was on fire in a devastating way uh we're gonna go now to abc's allison 
stewart who is down near ground zero where bill blakemore has been also standing by um allison was able 
to spend some time in some area hospitals as you can imagine with a disaster this size the effort uh to get 
the victims out and to get them help is enormous allison you were able to spend some time at the hospitals 
where where are the wounded being taken as far as i know elizabeth the time i spent today was at st 
vincent's hospital which is at 7th avenue and 12th street they're actually using 7th avenue with somewhat of 
a corridor for all large all arch tractors trailers ambulances new york city mta buses which no longer have 
their roots on the top but they say emergency call police while i was down there i spent several hours this 
afternoon a balance of medical professionals volunteering their time gurney's on the street awaiting people to 
come in but as everyone noted that most of the people who were coming in earlier today were not the 
severely severely wounded who are unfortunately still in the rubble behind me they were the people who 
were running and hit by debris one thing i did note is that they were not taking blood donations any longer 
but they needed donations of clothing 
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but they needed donations of clothing they were asking for people to bring clothing down to saint vincent's 
hospital for the people who had suffered burns or had lost shirts shoots they especially need the shoes they 
said and they want people to actually bring those items to the hospital yes there was a large bin that said we 
need clothing donated and that they would begin collecting blood again at 9 00 a.m this morning well and in 
fact i know that they were actually saying that many new yorkers spent the afternoon lined up waiting to 
donate blood what little they could do to help this in this terrible event but at some point they were saying 
look what we really need is o negative blood and rh factor negative blood is that correct absolutely that's 
what they were saying as well and it was amazing how they just pulled together so suddenly writing signs on 
the back of pizza boxes the different lines for the types of blood written on garbage bags paper garbage bags 
you get at the supermarket and what about the effort there we'd heard reports that mash units had been 
established or treatment units have been established that people are being ferried from the tip of the lower 


tip of manhattan to new jersey across the river you know what i haven't been at that part of any of the efforts 
i've only been at the hospital and down here i understand thank you so much allison we'll be checking back 
in with you in just a moment um i'm sorry we're going where okay well we're going to recap while we figure 
out what we're going to do next the landscape of lower manhattan in the moments following the attacks was 
one of unimaginable destruction and terror joe torres of wabc television brings us this report you know as 
reporters and as journalists we are in the business of gathering news and during events such as these 
you've seen the video you've seen the pictures to try and cover it as best we can we try and get as close to 
the scene as possible thinking the story thinking of the viewers first ourselves second that was a mistake and 
we almost paid for it ten o'clock this morning photographer 
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ten o'clock this morning photographer glenn may rose and i along with fbi agents police officers fire officials 
we all thought for sure a bomb was set to explode underneath our feet outside seven world trade center we 
took off running for our lives north on church street we had no idea the top of one of the twin towers had just 
exploded we ran five six blocks glenn lugging his camera equipment videotapes and batteries as a cloud of 
smoke dust and debris crept up behind us people running crying and screaming wiping tears from their eyes 
out of breath and unsure what just happened and what we just experienced we finally stopped took a breath 
to make sure we and others were okay we finally paused and talked to this gentleman covered entirely in 
dust and debris as others looked back in shock and horror we started another interview with a port authority 
engineer who worked at world trade center and spoke to us about the strength and integrity of the 
skyscrapers then suddenly the second tower erupted right before our eyes [Music] moments later the frantic 
run up church street started all over again a report from wabc television joe torres who was on the scene this 
morning when all that unfolded just horrific 
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all that unfolded just horrific events that he witnessed and also experienced well down there we want to show 
you once again the picture the home video we got in here a few hours ago of the first uh tr tower of the world 
trade center being struck by that jet a home video somebody happened to be there would be it up there 
unbelievable the commercial jet hits the first tower explodes and at that point of course pandemonium began 
and then a few moments later we've got the videotape a second check while the first tower burned a second 
jet hijacked this united airlines jet bound for los angeles from boston crashing also again into the second 
tower of the world trade center we now know that the fbi has singled out two brothers who were on board 
that flight as potential suspects we have some videotape moments ago the fbi seized a car their rental car 
the car apparently rented by five arab men and parked in boston logan's airport i was seized as evidence a 
few months ago you can see it being towed away right there there is a report in the boston herald i believe 
derek mcginty you have it with you that the fbi got sort of hooked on to these suspects because another 
passenger had gotten to an altercation with these men noticed them thought that something was suspicious 
and inside that car according to this report in the boston newspaper they found arab uh language flight 
manuals yeah this is a sore story from the boston herald so we ought to emphasize again and again that we 
don't have independent confirmation of this information but we do have independent confirmation the car 
was so right but we don't have any in the independent confirmation some of the details they bring out here 
but they are fascinating because the question everybody asks is how could this happen we've all been 
through the metal detectors you've got to take your keys out of your pocket you can't bring your cell phone 
on without showing somebody that it actually is a working cell phone 
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that it actually is a working cell phone how could someone get weapons on a plane under this level of 
security well apparently according to the sources in this boston herald story they were ingenious about it they 
had knife-like weapons hidden in shaving kits and embedded in razor blades and so forth that were in their 
carry-on luggage things that just would just go right through the x-ray detection equipment and no one might 


notice that it was a possible weapon and in fact the fbi uh former head of the fbi in boston believes that 
boston was the staging area for this incredibly uh sophisticated stunningly choreographed terrorist attacks 
through four commercial airline jets being hijacked nearly simultaneously yesterday morning as they were all 
taking off for long flights bound for california laden with jet fuel that is highly flammable and planes that were 
lightly didn't have many passengers on board so that there was no sense that maybe a group of passengers 
could take over the plane again or get the or attack the suspects and possibly thwart them interestingly one 
of the planes took off from dulles airport as we noted the one that ended up crashing into the pentagon that 
plane was in the air for an hour well if you're from the area you know the dulles airport is maybe two minutes 
away from the pentagon via uh airplane so that plane circled around or who just just stayed on course for a 
long time waiting apparently for just the right time to smack into the pentagon and other details in this 
newspaper report on how this uh attack had happened and this has obviously also been confirmed because 
so many passengers were calling from cell phones an american airlines flight attendant was able to call 
american airlines operations and say they were being hijacked that stewardesses were being stabbed and 
apparently uh there is speculation now that um the hijackers began to kill the flight attendants as a ruse a 
way of luring the pilot out of the cockpit so that they could then storm the cockpit and take control according 
to the report also we hear that one of the pilots was able to depress his key while he was communicating to 
air 


00:24:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=oi5rsLdIR2|l&t=1440s 





key while he was communicating to air traffic control and they were able to overhear the hijackers warning 
the pilot in english not to do anything foolish that he would not be hurt yeah there's so much that we may 
never know uh from these planes because of what happened whether or not they can recover the black 
boxes that were on board but the flight that crashed outside pittsburgh that's the plane that something went 
wrong for the hijackers there something didn't go as expected that's where we'd like to know exact maybe we 
could find out more about it if we could just get those details the fbi now also thank you derek the fbi is 
apparently also because so many people were able to use their cell phone cell phones to call their loved 
ones from the airplane when it became clear that they were in terrible trouble the fbi now backtracking and 
and tracing all those cell phone records because they're going to want to go back and speak to as many of 
those people as they can to glean what information they can about what was happening and going on in the 
air up we have now some help help information help lines to call the fbi if you do have any information at all 
about anything about what might have happened what might have led to this attack who might be behind it 
you can call 1-800-331-0075 for information on victims call 1-800-331-0075 once again this is abc's 
continuing live coverage of the terrorist attacks on the united states a massive rescue and recovery operation 
is still unfolding at the site of the world trade center a devastating attack by two hijacked airplanes has 
reduced the trade center's twin towers to a perilous mountain of rubble fires are still burning at the pentagon 
where another hijacked plane caused extensive damage when it crashed into the pentagon you can see one 
of the pentagon's walls has in fact collapsed reports are that flames are still burning inside crews are 
searching for possibly hundreds of victims uh there abc's allison stewart is down near ground zero here in 
new york and lower 
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ground zero here in new york and lower manhattan where the the terrible uh task of wading through this 
rubble and finding the victims is underway allison i know that they've been able to stabilize the scene slightly 
the fires are close to out now apparently elizabeth they have very few firefighters this is according to don 
taylor of abc's good morning america that they have very few firefighters gingerly tenderly walking over the 
rubble listening for people they are concerned there is some fire still burning right at the base of of the area 
and the buildings at the scene were at the for many many hours considered unstable we did have that that 
third building collapsed late yesterday afternoon and there was some concern as recently as a couple of 
hours ago that some of those other buildings were still unstable do you know if they've been able to make 
sure that everything is okay in that respect apparently they are concerned about the marriott hotel there is 
some fire burning in the marriott hotel right now and they're worried about the stability of that building 


elizabeth and you came from st business hospital one of many area hospitals where victims are being taken 
what was the scene like there at saint vincent mrs i was there earlier in the evening i haven't been there 
recently it was a case of people wanting to actually volunteer there were so many doctors and medical 
professionals come down as well as entire building for people who wanted to civilians who were on the street 
want to volunteer i met a young mexican man who said he was a medical professional during the earthquake 
in 85 there he just wanted to come down and help there are people actually at the perimeter here who also 
want to help but i have to tell you elizabeth getting in here as a member of the press was quite difficult this is 
locked down the national guard and the police are at every entrance to the tip of manhattan today it's um it's 
quite chilling and you realize how truly that this is a crime scene and that's the way they're treating it it's an 
enormous crime scene and the fbi will be coming through that debris as well looking for evidence and i'm 
sorry can we tell me 
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and i'm sorry can we tell me let's go check in now with abc's nathan thomas who's been on monitoring 
events overseas good morning elizabeth all over the world people have been glued to their television sets 
watching the horror in america and wondering how it's going to affect them at the u.s embassy here in 
london there was a candlelight vigil overnight people far from home and trapped all flights to the u.s remain 
canceled the british government feared a similar attack they've closed the airspace over london some office 
buildings may remain closed again today here security is tight as it is at embassies u.s embassies all over 
the world which are temporarily closed to the public in moscow people brought flowers to the american 
embassy one man described what so many feel when he said he thought he'd been watching a science 
fiction film the israeli government declared a day of mourning they began collecting blood to send to 
american victims at one center in jerusalem a doctor said 150 donors showed up there in two hours but in 
east jerusalem celebrations from the palestinians and palestinian camps they say they are very unhappy with 
the u.s siding in israel and some say this is what the u.s deserves indeed even as plo chief yasser arafat 
condemned the attack we saw a videotape yesterday of palestinian men and young boys actually cheering 
and elated by the attack that that's right but there is one commentator from the mideast who said that many 
palestinians the people in the streets are are not really that many when you count all the palestinians many 
of them are on their knees praying right now that it doesn't turn out that they or any of their people had 
anything to do with this attack it was interesting uh listening to prime minister john major give us uh give his 
remarks uh yesterday evening and he was talking about how an attack on one democratic free country is an 
attack on all democratic free countries and in essence it is a show of solidarity with the united states in this 
terrible hour it is and that's been the response from many uh many different countries many of our 
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many different countries many of our allies in fact in london this morning this is the uh picture that is probably 
on every newspaper in the united states and all over the world but the headline on this is the day that 
changed the world so many talk about war with the united states or something but this one particularly says 
that this is something that is affecting not just the united states but the entire world all right nathan thomas 
thank you so much for that report and indeed it is a day that looks like it will have changed the entire world as 
as yesterday's horrific events unfolded it was difficult to keep track of exactly what was happening and where 
abc's john donban has pieced together this timeline we want to tell you what we know as we know it we just 
got a report in that there's been some sort of explosion the first thing any television camera saw this morning 
was this it was just before 9. roughly 15 minutes earlier an american airlines jet hijacked from boston had 
crashed into the north tower of the world trade center there were 92 people on board i sort of had my dad's 
working general all this activity and uh felt an enormous uh it almost felt like an earthquake like i could 
literally feel and see things in the office moving and the floor moving um immediately after what it was some 
sort of explosion or something there was an enormous volume of debris and paper almost looked like a dirty 
parade uh all of this material just falling down not appear that there's any kind of an effort up there yet now 


remember oh my god oh my god that looks like a second plane minutes later the second plane the second 
tower the fireball ate up the aircraft it was a united airlines jet from boston 65 people on board as soon as 
you got hit i was thrown to a window so i was very lucky to get out there's a lot of people that didn't get out 
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lot of people that didn't get out there's a lot of people coming down the stairs burnt up it's bad big explosion 
happened some guy came out his skin was all off i helped him out this is him all over there's people jumping 
out of windows i've seen at least this 14 people jumping out of windows it's horrific i can't believe this is 
happening [Music] new york city was staggered and still it wasn't over here in washington the pentagon was 
now burning yet another hijacked aircraft american airlines flight 77 with 64 on board had crashed through 
the pentagon's walls u.s officials are saying there was no warning no indicators of any kind of a likely terrorist 
attack number two they say pentagon officials within the intelligence and the counter-terrorism offices are 
now looking at this very intensely across washington abc reporters were hearing officials use the word 
terrorism it seems obvious unofficially to people here that it was a terrorist attack but they obviously can't 
reach any firm conclusions at this point so the pentagon is engaged and i'm sure law enforcement is but they 
they say they had no warning and around the nation's capital a city full of potential targets everyone was on 
edge okay there's been an explosion of some kind uh that took the ground to the capitol we all heard it 
everybody ran for cover we don't know where it was we don't see the smoke yet everybody's trying to get 
back we're running this was the president this morning today we've had a national tragedy two airplanes 
have crashed into the world trade center in an apparent terrorist attack on our country mr bush was in florida 
visiting a school at the white house itself everyone was evacuated 
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itself everyone was evacuated then the whole federal government was evacuated every federal worker and 
in washington it was instant gridlock in new york city meanwhile they were also evacuating and suddenly the 
towers began to collapse in on themselves [Music] why are they pulling us out of here oh my god there we 
go i looked up as soon as we got across the street i looked up i saw the building start the towers start to 
buckle i just turned and ran duck down put a jacket over my head to reform this huddle together and uh it 
was just black everywhere and with everyone asking the obvious question how in the world answers will be 
coming in fragments the american airlines flight 11 the 767 from boston to los angeles a flight attendant 
called the american airlines operations center to let them know that two flight attendants had been stabbed 
and the perpetrators had broken into the flight deck then just before lunchtime in a green field in 
pennsylvania one final crash a united airlines 757 carrying 45 people from newark to san francisco reportedly 
a passenger on board used his cell phone to call 911 before the plane went down the president's safety 
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president's safety had become an issue we flew for a couple of hours on air force one at what appeared to 
be a very high altitude we were not told where we would land until the time came there were jet fighters 
accompanying the president's aircraft he has been traveling we are told by ari fleischer and he will continue 
to travel mr bush reached washington earlier this evening already we have these images that no one can 
ever forget a tough guy mayor payne situation the situation is that two airplanes have attacked apparently all 
right well then let's get let's let's go north then the dust everywhere the dust and how it just wouldn't come off 
a desperate choice by desperate people who had no way out we saw what we thought was debris we 
realized it was people jumping i can't do it anymore late this afternoon another building weakened by the 
blast went down like a dominoed our way out over the rumble military jets are crisscrossing the skies over 
manhattan national guard units are out washington is shut down airports in the u.s and canada are closed 
and the death toll is still uncountable and unimaginable john donban abc news washington five seconds 
unimaginable indeed even as you look at those images you cannot believe your eyes as we've mentioned 
the headquarters of the united states military was also targeted yesterday john donban just talking about that 
but pentagon officials are vowing to carry on business as usual there today 
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today abc's jim sciutto is live outside the pentagon gym i understand they've pretty much suspended any 
search and rescue efforts and they're just focusing on putting out that fire that's right elizabeth it's a matter of 
safety they want to put out the fire they also want to make sure that the building is not in danger of collapsing 
around rescue workers they was described by the arlington police chief who's participating in this operation 
as peeling away the layers of the building so that they don't have to worry about them collapsing later and 
that's their first priority before they do search and rescue he also said that even recovering some of the 
victims some of the dead bodies could take days because they're treating this as a crime scene and that 
those victims are part of the evidence of that crime scene so it's a sense of the time it's going to take not just 
to put out this fire going on behind me but also just to clear the scene really it's going to take some time and 
in fact there was initially an estimate of maybe 100 people killed then a few hours later the pentagon came 
out and said it could be as many as 800 people dead do we have any clearer figure now or any idea at all on 
what our casualty counts might be the figure elizabeth came from again the arlington fire chief and what he 
did is he he gave a range of between 100 and 800 um but when he spoke last a couple of hours ago he kind 
of backed off that 800 figure just saying listen that's the high the high end saying that what the only thing they 
know for sure is that there were 67 people aboard the plane that crashed and and they know that they can 
almost assume that that everyone on that plane died beyond that it's just speculation at this point and even 
as they work to put up that fire and wait to search for more victims work is going on inside the pentagon it is 
the nation's military headquarters and this is a military incident we are responding in a military way uh we 
were talking earlier about the ships that have been dispatched give any more information on when the 
hospital ship for example might arrive or the aircraft carriers that were going to be positioned off the shores 
of new york city washington dc that sort of 


00:40:01 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?v=oi5rsLdIR21l&t=2401s 





york city washington dc that sort of thing we asked the military and they said for security reasons they are not 
going to say when those ships the uss comfort a hospital ship as you mentioned out of baltimore as well as 
the uss george washington an aircraft carrier that's going to be used for medical purposes in new york but 
they they are not saying when they will arrive uh for security reasons all right jim sciutto outside the pentagon 
this morning thank you so much for that report we'll be checking back in with you less than two hours after 
the hijacked jets hijacked jets plowed into the two world trade center towers both of them collapsed into 
pieces of rubble abc's robert krolwich has been reporting on the reasons behind the collapse of those 
buildings that rapid instantaneous destruction why did the towers collapse as quickly and as suddenly as 
they did engineers from the original firm that built the towers told abc they can only guess at this point but 
they believe that the collisions themselves the plane hitting building number one and the plane that smashed 
into building number two [Music] by themselves they did not cause the collapse it was the fire they say the 
intense fire and heat from the explosions that brought the buildings down temperatures inside could have 
built up to 15 1600 degrees fahrenheit at that temperature steel loses its strength and steel beams connect 
every floor to the outside walls as it got hotter the beams got weaker and the hot air inside began to push 
and press against the outside walls until the outside walls just buckled snapped and released the top floor 
which fell onto the floor below and the entire building sinks in a straight vertical the floors falling faster and 
faster down until you notice that every floor in the building is gone viewed from another angle you can see 
the same thing notice the aerial stays vertical just stays straight as it sinks into the building there's no 
buckling or tipping just 
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buckling or tipping just straight down and this happened in both buildings the first tower too stayed straight as 
it went down each floor falling neatly on top of the other so the reason the towers went so quickly is because 
all the floors were literally hanging onto the skin and once the skin went the buildings went too robert crowick 
abc news indeed the heat leading to the collapse of those two buildings not the impact of those two 
commercial jetliners crashing into it derek we're just talking about this my i'm joined by my colleague derek 


mcginty um you were wondering whether or not the terrorists knew that that exactly might be the structural 
reaction to this kind of devastation exactly obviously if you wanted to destroy buildings this is just crashing 
the planes and was horrific enough but the idea that the whole building would collapse afterwards would be 
something that one but we just don't know whether or not it doesn't really even matter what they knew uh just 
the idea that they do such a thing is awful enough and awful enough in fact to inspire these headlines that 
we're getting from around the country this uh from the tulsa world and tulsa oklahoma i think pretty much 
sums it all up attack on america you really can't overstate it and the size of this headline of course uh states 
about as graphically as as possible uh this one from the atlanta constitution outrage uh you know they're just 
thousands dead a nation staggered that's what it comes down to and i think as you look to the public reaction 
to this as we look around in various cities around the country gets to fear sort of an all-consuming fear of 
what the next target could or would be if this was if these two or these three attacks were not the end of 
things where would they they strike next in detroit for example you saw that they closed a tunnel connecting 
downtown detroit to windsor which is another part of the area many office buildings the renaissance center 
home to general motors evacuated again people worried what will the next target be if you go around to 
miami parents took their kids out of schools government officers were shut down 
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government officers were shut down government meetings canceled again people worried where could the 
next target be no one knew in dallas frightened companies and government officials evacuated office 
buildings the dallas fort worth international airport as we know was closed along with just about every other 
airport in the country people worried that their area their town their large office building their government 
center could be the next victim indeed and as you have we showed some polling data a little bit earlier in the 
evening showing that so many americans worried that in fact there would be another terrorist attack many 
americans worry that they themselves would be the victims i think the key factor here is as we've seen in so 
many newspapers and editorials that we felt very secure despite the fact that there had been attacks here 
before nobody ever expected anything like this how could you imagine that this would happen and when it 
did people just said oh my goodness you know again where will the next strike come and how can i make 
myself safe and uh you know the reaction is very understandable but uh again as we sort this out over the 
next few days it's to have to be more of a tangible reaction and we're going to be looking through our 
government leadership just for that understandable and the government leadership thank you very much 
derek is making great efforts at staying calm and sending a message that the u.s government is open is 
operating is fully in control that the united states will not be changed in in a dramatically terrible way as a 
result of this attack of course life will change in certain and certain aspects certainly when it comes to flying 
when those airports across the country do in fact reopen it will be a very different experience for most 
americans possibly for the rest of our lives as we know it however it's important to note that as jittery as 
many americans legitimately might be u.s government president bush leaders of congress getting together 
united saying it's very important that we send a message to whom whomever is behind this attack that we 
will not be broken u.s stock markets will be closed today but trading does continue overseas as derrick 
reported earlier 
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derrick reported earlier tokyo's nikkei plunged 682 points more than six and a half percent today but in 
london the footsie was sharply higher in early trading following a big loss yesterday that is good news abc's 
business editor betsy stark spoke with peter jennings about the possible financial fallout from the day of 
terrorism u.s financial markets will be closed now for 48 hours as the first time since world war ii that that's 
happened and keep in mind that the new york stock exchange is just a few blocks from uh from the world 
trade center twin towers so in a sense it's not surprising it's going to be a while before rescue operations and 
clean up operations make it possible for new york stock exchange employees to return to work the global 
economy and the greater number of stock exchanges in many more places make 24-hour trading with or 
without the well for some degree whether without the new york and the american stock exchanges today 
more possible that did not yes it does peter you know one other thing i wanted to mention to you is there 


were economists talking today about the possibility that this might be the straw that breaks the camel's back 
that this might be the event that tips the u.s economy into recession i mean think about it when markets don't 
trade when planes don't fly when when businesses shut down as we saw so many do today when malls 
close that's a drag on the u.s economy people aren't out there spending and when you've got an economy 
that's growing at a snail's pace uh those kinds of uh that kind of slow down in the economy just for a period 
of days has the potential to push an economy teetering on recession over the brink abc's betsy stark talking 
about the financial impact of this terrorist attack this uh com coming in at the same time that the as we said a 
moment ago the president and congress taking great pains to say we are at work we are in our offices we 
are not shut down by any stretch of the imagination abc's josh gerstein is live near the 
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abc's josh gerstein is live near the white house josh soon i would assume within the hour to people showing 
up for work in washington dc what what is washington dc the capital waking up to this morning well the white 
house behind me is still dark at this hour president bush is an early riser so we expect him to be up shortly if 
he's not up already and he usually gets his first national security briefing as early as seven o'clock in the 
morning we'll expect that to happen probably a full national security meeting and there's talk of a meeting 
with the congressional leadership as well but this city is beginning to come to life just beginning because it's 
still early city buses are out rolling this morning we've seen delivery trucks out on the street there's a little 
more traffic than there was overnight it's notable only because yesterday the prime feature here of the traffic 
pattern was a reverse commute at about 10 o'clock in the morning pretty much everybody working in 
downtown washington was headed on the roads out of the city they're going to try to do things in a bit more 
routine fashion this morning elizabeth uh so it's suffice it to say that dc is not in the same state that new york 
city is in in which case mayor giuliani has said to all new yorkers if you don't have a really critical crucial job 
please don't go to work stay home no they're going to try to get back to normal as much as that is possible 
today however we do have a very very serious situation here in the washington area just across the potomac 
river at the pentagon where as we've just heard within the last few minutes they're continuing the search and 
rescue efforts the firefighting efforts and so forth but washington dc although there were reports of uh 
incidents at the capitol in the state department uh during the day yesterday those proved to be untrue 
thankfully the city so far has emerged largely unscathed from this and i'm sure city officials and president 
bush and the rest of the national security apparatus hopes that continues to be the case all right all right josh 
gerstein thank you so much for that report from our nation's capital we're going to go now back down to 
ground zero here in new york city after getting that report on the status of 
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getting that report on the status of things in washington d.c obviously it is a horrific scene in lower manhattan 
uh the streets there beneath down near beneath 14th street you can see they're eerie shrouded still in the 
ever-present smoke and dust that has been hanging over this entire city since yesterday morning you can 
see the remnants of steel girders of buildings the rescue cruiser have been working throughout the night in in 
backbreaking difficult and often dangerous work going through that rubble and that wreckage gingerly trying 
to peel back the pieces of boulders that sort of thing uh of walls of buildings that have come down to see if 
there's anybody that they can rescue underneath um you can see there they've amassed a huge number of 
fire trucks back hoes all sorts of equipment that they need to uh to to help frankly get this wreckage out of 
there find out who's beneath the rubble get some handle on what the death count is what the injury count is 
and and perhaps find evidence somewhere on on who might be behind this devastating uh terrorist attack uh 
where are we going now can you we're going to go for more reaction from a stunned nation we have a report 
from abc's aaron hayes suicide read all about it there is rippling across this country suicide bombers suicide 
great fear tonight this attack was on every american i can't believe it and it's so sad that it's come to this the 
first thing i thought of this morning when i saw that was hiroshima pearl harbor all over again the horror of it 
and thinking that we're headed for world war iii i want to go home to my family right now that's what i want to 
do get close to my kids we were seeing things we have never seen 
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we were seeing things we have never seen before not just on our tv set but signs all around that this is as 
serious as it gets at the airports is where it was most obvious the national confusion i'm really scared i feel 
helpless paralysis all the lines on the cell phones are all busy planes making their way to the first airport in 
sight unloaded passengers stunned to find themselves in places they had no plans to be unsure what to do 
i'm totally shook up right now because we were in the air when it happened we're not told anything about it 
they said good luck sleep in the airport and in city after city anxious officials evacuated one building after 
another our boss just finally came and told us just go ahead and leave not because of actual threats but 
because no one knew what might be next there is a war here now we are a nation now on high alert not just 
militarily but psychologically shaken on every level just waiting for what to see if anything else is going to 
happen to see if we're going to be attacked here in atlanta it's a very strange feeling to be so threatened the 
uncertainty set in motion a wave of shutting down across the nation not just the obvious government 
buildings but malls in georgia and theme parks in florida closing and schools everywhere our military at home 
and around the world and in those classrooms still in session you could hear the anxiety of the youngest 
generations for whom this kind of attack had been limited to their history lessons until today they hit the 
pentagon the slap in the face it's the nerve center of our military and they hit the pentagon what is that i 
always thought america was like my superhero like nothing could harm america i mean america is 
everyone's defender this is an attack on our generation it is it is an attack on our culture our our system our 
values what we do 
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our our system our values what we do there is a growing sense tonight that what we do now will truly define 
us as a nation i'd hate to see panic because then whoever did this will win and we can't let them win we are 
americans and i'm glad i am an american we need you know we just need to come together and i think we 
will it will take that and much more in the coming days to see the nation the entire nation through this head 
that way erin hayes abc news atlanta the far-reaching impact effects of what happened when these terrorists 
unleashed this series of attacks yesterday morning four commercial airline jets hijacked two of them crashing 
into the twin towers at the world trade center here in new york city those tires each of the towers each of 
them hit each of them collapsing a short time later a third jet crashing into the pentagon a fourth jet hijacked 
crashing into a field conceivably on its way to camp david we are told throughout the night to set up the last 
three hours rescue crews struggling mightily in lower manhattan to get through the rubble to extinguish the 
last of those fires to begin the grim and gruesome task of finding hopefully survivors certainly many many 
victims and in the pentagon where the fire is still burning crews not even able to begin searching and 
rescuing for victims because at this point they must extinguish all those fires we are going to wrap up our 
coverage here at these abc news studios and pass it on to my colleagues diane sawyer and charles gibson 
at the good morning america studios for all of us here at the uptown studio i'm elizabeth vargas charlie and 
diane will pick up coverage in just a moment and we say good morning to you i'm charles gibson i'm diane 
sawyer and it is another very different morning in america yeah this is not just 
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america yeah this is not just another morning the scenes from new york today are really like a war zone um 
the adjectives that you can pick one fireman that was down on the rescue scene called it unimaginable 
devastating unspeakable pick your words well first of all we want to thank elizabeth vargas for what she's 
been doing overnight tell you again that this is september 12th now and down at the scene itself i want to 
show you a picture if we can get our live shot up because as of this moment what they're still dealing with but 
they're still dealing with non-stop is the problem of the soot the problem of the incredible wreckage and 
having been down there and walked through it you have no idea where you're stepping you have no idea 
what you're stepping on you have no idea if you move ahead what you might fall into and it is an eerie scene 
like viewing some ancient ruin from another civilization the actual collapsed towers what's left the steel the 
rubble the cement uh it's five stories tall where the rescue workers are trying to get in and it's really been a 


night of setting up operations to begin what's going to be a painstaking task of going through and as diane 
mentioned there is so much soot on the streets below it's enough to cover a body and in hundreds of cases 
probably does cover bodies or body parts there are so many aspects to this story to talk about we're going to 
be talking an awful lot about the recovery today we're going to be talking about the investigation uh the who 
investigation the how investigation how did they pull this off how did they do it the retaliation that could be in 
store once it is found out uh who committed this these acts and then there's the everyday story of life for all 
of us getting back to normal if there is some normalcy after all of this but but uh so many things closed down 
as somebody said i thought rather eloquently yesterday an official of 
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eloquently yesterday an official of some malls that closed down for the day said this is not a time to have our 
stores open this is a time for everybody to be with their families and that's indeed i think what everybody was 
doing last night not just in new york not just in washington where the tragedy occurred but all across the 
country so there's the question of when public buildings begin to reopen when the airline system can get 
back to normal there's the story of the economy these are all aspects of the story that we'll be covering today 
all right let's get a sense of what has been happening don daler of course has been down at the scene all of 
the night we have heard from the mayor of new york rudolph giuliani about reports of 9-1-1 calls coming in 
cell phone calls coming in the desperate search for survivors and and here's what don learned [Applause] 
throughout the night nypd and fire department workers continued their efforts exhausted and distraught at 
the hundreds of their own still missing since the collapse and discouraged at their inability to get in to help it's 
got to be frustrating for you knowing that there are other firemen who are in that area yeah you can't see any 
all you see is rubble from the buildings you can't see what what where anybody would be or what exactly 
happened uh more than frustrating it's just devastating i mean you just don't know what happened to how 
many how many brother firefighters that you know and there's tons of civilians in there i'm sure it is about 10 
45 at night and this line of semi trucks right here we were just told by a driver and by a police officer are to be 
loaded with the bodies half a dozen 50 foot long trucks a chilling hint at what the devastation rescue workers 
anticipate to find it was well after 1 am before workers received the ok 
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received the ok to enter ground zero and began the rescue and recovery effort firefighters watered down the 
still burning embers while crews assigned to cleaning the rubble began their enormous task as the smoke 
cleared we saw vehicles melted by the fire litter and debris covering everything in what was just yesterday 
the shadow of the world trade center a torn and tattered flag waves from a gray ashy light pole and don daler 
is joining us this morning from down in the area it's ironic that it was just 20 hours ago or a little less than 20 
hours a little more than 20 hours ago when this all began don was the first to give us word of the fact that the 
plane had gone into the uh world trade center he was down on the scene then he is down on the scene now 
and don it's been quite a night can you give us some greater sense of what you saw [Music] don taylor can 
you hear me [Music] i'm here about four blocks from ground zero where the world trade center once stood 
about an hour ago i walked up this street church street right past the piles of rubble what i saw there were 
firemen one or two firemen making their way over the rubble of the world trade center pausing listening 
intently for any survivors moving on meanwhile on the edge of the rubble field there were some workers with 
high-powered cutting torches taking apart the huge steel girders that were tangled like some kind of gigantic 
toy along the edge they were using a crane to lift those away from the site these relief workers have been 
trying to get in there all day but because of the tremendous heat of the fire it was only recently it was a long 
wait just to get this far don i just heard you mention uh in the report overnight of those semi 
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uh in the report overnight of those semi tractor trailers that have come in and that are on the scene i'm sorry 
apparently don daler and it's going to be i suspect only one of many technical problems that we're going to 
have through the morning but this is obviously still on the fly that this is being done to hook up with people 


around the city and around the country i want to turn to john miller abc's john miller who is with us here and 
who was with peter all through the day yesterday reporting on what police knew here in new york and what 
overall we knew about the investigation to find out who was responsible for all this and already we're getting 
some signs that federal authorities are moving uh to try to find out specifically who did this and they have 
apparently some leads yeah um the new york police have basically been overwhelmed with the task of 
search and recovery but the fbi investigation picked up steam last night with search warrants being executed 
in daytona in the miami area and in boston newspaper reports from boston have some level of detail on 
those search warrants uh including uh that they've searched a car that was uh filled with arab literature and 
um flight training manuals they've traced that car to uh to three men uh one of whom was a pilot uh who 
apparently came into logan airport at some point yesterday from maine they believe they got to maine from 
canada um canada is interesting in this case because it has been according to us intelligence a jumping off 
point for bin laden operations the uh the attempt to uh blow up the los angeles airport on the millennium was 
an operation that was hatched the bomb was built and transported from canada and even more interestingly 
uh a source within bin laden's organization that was debriefed by abc news some weeks ago uh told us that 
in bin laden's training camp um over the last year there were several several men from canada who were 
being 
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several men from canada who were being trained there who bin laden had a three-hour personal audience 
with away from the rest of the terrorist training group so canada may be a hot spot in this story another thing 
mentioned in in this article is united arab emirates apparently the passports were from there is this also an 
mo that you've seen before it's uh it's something it's a country that surfaced as a as a place of identity and 
origin for a key suspect in the coal bombing but again in this nether world of terrorism and multiple 
identifications and false passports uh you don't know what kind of meeting that has just yet so we have five 
men coming in from canada through maine driving to boston we don't know if all of them came down that 
route but five who got on the planes and apparently seats were being taken out of the boston airport 
yesterday on which these men sat maybe there is some sort of a physical sign of there being there i'm 
curious also that you mentioned search warrants in florida uh the four planes that were hijacked were 
hijacked in boston in newark and at from dulles airport just outside washington we have any idea why florida 
well the fbi has done two things one they've set up a lead bucket which is their slang for the way to catch all 
tips coming in and they've got agents around the country following them up they may have developed 
information in florida the second thing is that headquarters has really sent out the word to field offices 
anything in the world of counterterrorism any cases you have that were about to go uh accelerate that 
process if you have people to pick up pick them up now if you have search warrants you can execute 
execute them now in other words to shake the trees and see what comes out in terms of evidence or 
information that may apply to this let's go to john mcquathy who's at the pentagon this morning and see what 
the news is from there john what's the very latest you've got diane the search for bodies and hopefully 
survivors is continuing this morning as you can see behind me there is still a lot of smoke in the darkness 
various small fires are still burning 
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various small fires are still burning the firemen have worked through the night trying to put those out but 
without total success they report that they have the fires relatively under control but still a lot of smoldering 
they put an american flag back up on top of the building right next to the gash in the side of the building 
where the airliner slammed into it yesterday morning just as the pentagon was getting uh fully underway the 
difficulty that they are facing in search and rescue is the instability in the building they have had to postpone 
their most detailed and intense efforts to go after dead bodies and to go after potential survivors because 
they're afraid that various parts of the building may end up collapsing on the searchers they are using 
listening devices trying to see if there are people who are making noises deep inside the building we have no 
reports that they have heard anything yet john forgive me if we missed it earlier but is there the latest 
casualty count coming out of the pentagon did we hear that well what has been happening diane is through 


the night they've begun to back off some of the estimates that one of the fire chiefs here gave us last night he 
said it was his estimate at that time that at least 800 people were likely to be dead they are now backing off 
that saying look that was just an estimate we don't know yes this question of casualties obviously is going to 
be won not only at the pentagon but here in new york that we'll be discussing all morning long and i suspect 
for many days to come because the amount of rubble that has to be sifted through here in new york uh is 
prodigious and obviously what is being faced at the pentagon it's going to be sometime as john reports 
before they're going to actually be able to get in to the site there the president to some extent signaled uh 
what is going to be the eventual number when he said people today by the thousands in families 
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today by the thousands in families around the nation have lost loved ones um the toll is going to be horrific 
the mayor of new york said it is going to be more than we can bear but they have properly stayed away from 
giving any kind of estimates and it's going to be a long time before we know but but as john points out one of 
the fire chiefs there the arlington fire chief yesterday did have some estimate the pentagon as john says 
they're now backing off it because they just don't know john are you still up i'm still here diana okay okay john 
i just want to check a couple of details again that others may have heard but i just heard about overnight that 
secretary rumsfeld defense secretary donald rumsfeld was out searching himself for survivors and they 
brought him back to his office to protect him and also some of the area was under construction so again it's a 
small source of some hope but that maybe there were fewer casualties because of that first of all 
immediately after the attack on the pentagon donald rumsfeld left his office and went to the area where the 
most horrific damages don rumsfeld apparently helped several people get out of the building talk to them 
briefly then his security hustled him back to what is called the national military command center where he 
spent the next 14 to 18 hours he did go home last night we are told to get a few hours of sleep uh i expect he 
will be back at the national military command center first thing in the morning one of the things that they are 
trying to do the administration and the pentagon is to portray the message that we are open for business 
despite the attack various parts of the pentagon are going to be open today reporters will be allowed to go 
back in there although roughly half the building is still going to be sealed off a lot of the air conditioning units 
and the air circulation units have had to be turned off because there is so much smoke 
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smoke so conditions inside may not be uh all that pleasant what was the second thing you were asking about 
diane oh the new construction uh the pentagon has been undergoing a 10-year renovation two billion dollars 
worth of uh reconstructive surgery so to speak they have stripped the interior one-fifth one slice of the 
pentagon at a time down to its bare bones and have been rebuilting it rebuilding it one section of the 
pentagon is complete the reconstruction where the plane went in was right on the seam of where the new 
construction has just been completed and where some the next phase of construction was just to begin so 
the hope is that the offices either hadn't been fully occupied or were in the process of having people move 
out of them although again they don't know there was so much chaos it was very difficult to to take the role of 
the people who were there and who were not at the time of the attack and i'm just curious about about why 
they're having so much trouble with the fires there uh it is a very old building as you know charlie it's a 
historical landmark when the decision was made to do the renovation on the pentagon it was declared a 
historical site and rather than tear the building down and start again with a more efficient and effective kind of 
office building they said we're keeping this five-sided building it represents something important to america 
well in the process in the attics for example there are a lot of wooden beams it is space that no one goes into 
and that is where the fires have been snaking their way well beyond the area of initial damage and they've 
had a great deal of trouble as the fires have burned wooden beams and as they have burned insulation in 
keeping it under control john a final question right now again 
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john a final question right now again refresh us about flight restrictions over the pentagon how far out some 
warning should have been sent that someone was violating pentagon airspace diane as someone who 
stands outside the pentagon to to talk to you for example on many mornings there are airplanes flying 
directly over the pentagon all the time it is in the flight path for national airport the big jets tend to go along 
the potomac river which is at one side of the pentagon but smaller aircraft that use one of the cross runways 
at national airport pass directly over the top of the pentagon i don't Know how they could have prevented this 
uh given the way that the uh the flight paths do go directly over the building all right thanks john mcwethy 
who is joining us from the pentagon and we're going to be talking to you throughout the morning on what is 
going on there as you know there were four planes hijacked yesterday two came out of boston one came out 
of dulles airport outside washington one came out of newark the two flights that came out of boston 
yesterday morning were both headed for the the west coast and those flights both went into the world trade 
center towers those are the two planes that came south across the massachusetts connecticut line and 
came down toward new york and plowed into the world trade center buildings the plane that came out of 
dulles was flown into the pentagon and the flight that came out of newark was eventually crashed just 
outside pittsburgh or slightly southeast of pittsburgh and abc's dan harris is standing by at the crash site dan 
charlie good morning this is shanksville pennsylvania 80 miles southeast of pittsburgh the order of the day 
here will be the recovery and collection of evidence there will be no search for survivors since there were no 
survivors 45 killed in the crash of united flight 93. fbi which is leading the investigation will be holding a 
meeting i'm told at seven o'clock with other members of the 
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seven o'clock with other members of the law enforcement team here to discuss how to proceed today the fbi 
yesterday called the recovery of evidence a painstaking process painstaking because as difficult as it is to 
contemplate that plane went down at such a steep angle that there is no debris field essentially again this is 
tough to describe it essentially drilled a hole in the ground in a grassy field about a mile from where i'm 
standing so the debris that we've seen and we've been told about by eyewitnesses is essentially small 
pieces of charred metal the primary goal today as i understand it will be to find the two black boxes the so- 
called black boxes that include the flight data recorder and the cockpit voice recorder now that cockpit voice 
recorder will be especially important because it could give investigators some flavor some sense of what was 
going on in that cockpit if there were terrorists that indeed went in there and took over the plane from the pilot 
and what sort of accents how they talked what what they were saying that could be a big break in this case 
and we're told by an aviation expert who was on the scene here yesterday that it is more likely that 
investigators will recover the black boxes here than it is at any of the other crash scenes because those 
other crash scenes those other planes are covered by mounds and mounds of rubble this scene much more 
easy to find those black box recorders one estimate i've heard it could take a day or two and it could again 
charlie be a big break in this case it's very interesting speculation that's going on uh not only in newsrooms 
around the country but in living rooms around the country as john miller reported the word out of boston is 
that the car that was seized by federal agents there that there were flight training manuals inside the car so 
obviously uh these hijackers had some uh expertise in terms of flying planes and and may and probably 
were at the controls of the planes that went into the uh to the world trade center towers and probably into the 
pentagon and people were speculating where i was last night which is interesting as to what happened with 
that plane that went down in 
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that plane that went down in pennsylvania whether the hijackers were able to get the controls of that plane 
as well and just didn't fly it well because they were headed back toward washington or camp david for some 
possible target there or whether the pilot heroically was able to crash the plane and keep them away from 
the controls and perhaps that's what they'll find out when they get the black boxes down those are the two 
likely scenarios charlie they did make a hard turn the plane did make a very hard turn at around cleveland it 
could be that with a pilot an inexperienced pilot a terrorist as you indicate could have lost control of the plane 
and crashed it the other possibility as you mentioned that's been discussed widely here amongst other 


journalists and analysts is that the pilot the professional pilot refused to give up control and instead of taking 
it into a major urban area crashed it giving up his life and those people on the on board is playing as 
opposed to bringing it into a major target in an urban area well dan again thanks to you and of course that 
that story is one of many that came out of this phenomenon of cell phone calls that apparently were being 
made and phone calls from planes and we've we've charted at least four of them that we know about which 
is a flight attendant calling from the plane the first plane to crash into the world trade center saying that two 
flight attendants have been stabbed and the perpetrators have broken into the flight deck there's a son who 
calls to his father to say that the plane had been seized by men with knives one stewardess had been killed 
uh there's another one that was united flight 175 i think they went into the second tower another one barbara 
olson the wife of solicitor general theodore oson apparently called her husband twice and reported there 
were men on board with knives and that was the flight that went into the pentagon that's right and the 
passenger who called 911 to report that the plane had been hijacked reported apparently hiding out in the 
bathroom and that again is the flight that went down in pennsylvania so we know of cell phone calls that 
came from each of the planes and the patterns seem to be the same of the hijackers their method of 
operation they were using knives 
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operation they were using knives barbara olson talked about box cutters there were others who talked about 
regular knives that came out of shaving kits one stewardess apparently or one flight attendant apparently 
when she called in was able even to identify the seat uh on the plane uh where the hijacker one of the 
hijackers was sitting which of course could have been a critical factor in identifying who it was well let's go to 
abc's lisa stark who covers the aviation industry and see what she's learned this morning lisa good morning 
to you good morning charlie and diane um i i want to talk uh pick up on this theme about the knives on the 
planes that you're talking about we do know from these calls that came from people on board the plane on 
cell phones on on the earphones on the plane that the hijackers were apparently armed with knives under 
faa guidelines it is legal to bring a knife on board a plane it has to have a blade of four inches or less airlines 
and local authorities can make even stricter restrictions but that is the federal guideline that's to allow for 
pocket knives even nail files for example but we are told that when flights resume today and they are hoping 
to resume the resume flights around noon eastern time when flights resume today that one of the new 
security measures that will be put into place as you can imagine is no knives on airplanes that's one of the 
things they will put into a place immediately and they will also ban the sale of any things in the airport that 
are not allowed on a plane for example you will no longer be able to buy a knife perhaps at a store at the 
airport so that is one of the first things they're going to implement totally understandable after the reports we 
got yesterday from uh from the airplanes all those callers saying uh that the hijackers did have knives on 
board the plane and obviously security is going to be a lot tighter normanetto the secretary of transportation 
saying yesterday among other things for instance curbside check-ins will no longer be permitted uh now and 
we're going to have the kind of security at airports that we had right 
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security at airports that we had right after the persian gulf war and around the persian gulf war and i suspect 
probably even tighter than it was then but i'm curious you did say and and that was what we heard yesterday 
that they're going to have flights on the ground no flights taking off until at least noon eastern time i presume 
today but i'd hardly said they're not sure they're going to make that do you have any sense of of when air 
traffic will begin to resume i'm afraid i don't yet charlie i know noon was there was their target their guideline 
that's what they were hoping for but i know they wanted to have a lot of security measures and in place 
before they brought planes back in the air in fact we were told that there would be security sweeps of airports 
and jetliners it was unclear clear whether that would be nationwide or only at select airports but that was one 
of the things that they wanted to have accomplished before they allowed planes back in the air so that could 
take some time as you well know lisa i want to ask you about the christian science monitor report out this 
morning i don't know if you've had a chance to see it but we want to make sure our viewers know everything 
that is new out there that american airlines flight 11 which of course was the plane the first plane flew into the 


south tower at the world trade center according to this report the pilot of that plane turned on his radio and air 
traffic controllers could hear someone in english presumably the hijacker saying we have more planes we 
have more planes and then another curious report in it it says that the four-digit hijack code which pilots are 
to use was not punched in and this is confounded air traffic controllers they don't know whether somehow the 
hijackers knew to to do something to the transponders the the equipment that sends that signal or why the 
pilot didn't punch in the code have you heard any of these things i i don't know about the report about the the 
open radio and whether air traffic controllers were able to hear anything that was going on on board that one 
american airlines jet i do know that we had sources yesterday 
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i do know that we had sources yesterday on capitol hill which indicated that that code was not sent from the 
airplanes we so that that would perhaps go along with what you're hearing from the christian science monitor 
there apparently is a code that pilots can squawk as they say and it lets air traffic controllers know that the 
plane is being hijacked and we were told by members on the hill yesterday who were briefed that that 
apparently was not done uh whether that was true on all four of the jets uh i don't know if that's so then 
certainly that would lend some credence to the thought that the hijackers had made certain perhaps that that 
was not done and that message was not uh sent to controllers there were other reports last night lisa and 
perhaps you heard them i did uh last night when i was down at the abc newsroom uh to the effect that that 
pilot on american uh number 11 which went into the first world trade it was the first one to go into a world 
trade center uh tower that was a flight out of boston that was headed for los angeles that he was able to 
keep the key open from the cockpit and that they could hear the hijackers uh asking him for cooperation and 
telling him if he cooperated he would not be hurt um ironic in what they were saying but those reports were 
that he had been able to keep the key open and that they were speaking in very good and understandable 
english i'm charlie i'm afraid i just can't confirm that at this point it wouldn't surprise me uh you know i mean 
pilots are are trained to react in emergencies and it wouldn't surprise me if a quick thinking pilot would do 
something like that knowing that that was the only way perhaps at that time to get the message across about 
what was going on aboard that airplane certainly he could not communicate directly with controllers the the 
hijackers would know that so that would be a way that he could ensure that someone out there knew what 
was going on on that airplane all right one other question if i can about these persistent rumors and this is 
also a pentagon question 
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pentagon question of course but the persistent rumors that the plane that went down in pennsylvania might 
have been shot down even though the pentagon has denied it and then also the report that jets were 
scrambled uh however it was too late by the time they had taken off the first plane that american airlines 
plane we talked about had already hit there were persistent reports yesterday they do persist that the united 
airlines flight flight 93 was shot down by the u.s military as you have said the pentagon has denied this they 
said they did not bring down the plane what we understand is that the plane which which took off uh bound 
from took off from newark bound for san francisco made a turn over cleveland and headed back towards the 
east coast now we were told that at some point during that turn or after that turn the pilot requested a change 
of clearance saying requested a new flight plan saying they were not going to san francisco they were in fact 
going to washington d.c there is some thought among those who i've spoken with that perhaps there was 
another target in the dc area we don't know what that might have been that the plane was aiming for and i 
think this is where the speculation comes in and the rumors uh that perhaps the u.s military having no other 
choice but to take the plane out did so again we have no evidence of that at this time except there are these 
persistent rumors uh and sources who have said that is the case but the u.s military again has denied that it 
had anything to do with the downing of united flight 93. all right abc's abc's lisa stark who is in seattle 
washington and lisa thank you we'll be checking back with you uh through the morning i want to ask the 
control room if we could to show us the pictures uh there that you saw while lisa was speaking because 
these are pictures i suspect you have not seen these are you pictures you have not seen before uh i had not 
seen them yesterday this is this is the first 
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this is the first tower and a plane going into the first tower we were on the air yesterday good morning 
america at about 10 minutes at 9 when we got reports that this had happened and you saw the aftermath of 
this but this is an amateur photographer so much of this have done with handheld video just happened to be 
shooting just happened to be shooting the tower at the time and actually saw the first plane go into it you're 
going to see those pictures again through the morning but abc's george stephanopoulos is here who has 
some new details new information that's right uh charlie the un is reporting out of geneva switzerland that 
they are relocating their temporary workers in in afghanistan they have about 80 expatriate workers in 
afghanistan they are temporarily moving them out of the country they're stationed in kabul jalalabad mazar 
kandahar harad and faisal bad they're all leaving the country they say as a precaution against any kind of 
strike and again we know people have heard this but in case you're just joining us this morning of course it is 
the taliban of afghanistan who have come forward and said they deny that osama bin laden has anything to 
do with but osama bin laden has been harbored in afghanistan and of course what's important there is last 
night when president bush spoke he said he would draw no distinction between the terrorists themselves and 
the countries that harbor them so those places will become vulnerable to attack abc's claire shipman is with 
us down in washington and claire you were saying last night i was very interested in it that you had talked to 
people who had gotten intelligence briefings and that to those who were giving the briefings i presume from 
the cia but you can correct me if i'm wrong we're being uh very frank in using bin laden's name as uh the very 
likely perpetrator or charlie i was struck by how frank my sources were and telling me that and i think that the 
the leadership itself in hearing these briefings from they said intelligence officials were also struck by the fact 
that they had some very concrete links they said that we're pushing them to look at bin laden as the number 
one 
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look at bin laden as the number one suspect again it's something i think everybody's been talking about but 
again the specificity of some of these links i think surprised some of the people who got these briefings on 
capitol hill um the president himself is of course going to be heavily involved in this investigation today i think 
this is a time of enormous testing and pressure for for a new president and they're going to be a number of 
tracks we see unfolding at the white house in the coming days the investigation and getting the government 
up and running again but also a president who very much i'm told wants to lead the nation in this time of 
tragedy he's likely to have a very public meeting with congressional leaders at the white house today to 
continue that show of unity we saw yesterday but we're also told charlie that the president is considering a 
number of options for visiting the sites of these tragedies the pentagon would be the most easy for him to 
visit here in washington but also considering a trip to new york perhaps not today but in the coming days 
there's concern that they might get in the way of course as there always is when they make a trip to new york 
and certainly in a time like this it could be a problem but they've even considered a helicopter trip past um 
what were the world trade centers in order for the president to make a gesture uh at least and show that he's 
actively involved we're told he's very eager not to be seen as hiding behind closed doors and they're 
concerned that when the numbers of those killed start to come out that his role is really going to change and 
he is going to have to very publicly try to support the nation as president charlie i'm curious about one thing 
claire and maybe you've heard something about it maybe you haven't but obviously there is and i was struck 
by a number of people i talked to yesterday just friends and and people as i called around to find out are you 
okay the level of anger in people real visceral anger struck me and i and i wonder if there's some sense in 
washington of 
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there's some sense in washington of of of what the ramifications of that are if there's a if there's a sort of 
desire to get on with us quickly in terms of retaliation well absolutely we we were told a number of times 
yesterday by people who spent time very close to the president yesterday that he himself is quite angry 
somebody told me quote he was looking for somebody to hit yesterday and and there was a sense that he 


wants to retaliate quickly of course that desire a desire many americans probably share at this point has to 
be balanced against the need to to be specific in finding out what happened and balanced in in that sort of 
response but there's no doubt from people who spent time with the president that he himself has a visceral 
anger and that may be directed toward uh toward whatever our response is all right thanks very much claire 
shipman who is in washington i want to show you one more time the scene uh here in downtown new york 
this is the scene this morning as this rescue effort begins and just just how incredible the feat is that the 
rescue workers and searchers are going to have to face the construction people that are down there i don't 
know exactly what you call them but the people who are going to have to sift through this enormous amount 
of rubble the collapsed steel and the two towers standing five feet tall now just as it collapsed it's five feet it's 
five stories tall and we've talked about the amount of soot that is around is uh is also a very great dr tim 
johnson is here uh with us here in our times square studios and and tim i can only imagine what happened 
inside there uh as those buildings came down well i have to believe charlie that the majority of those who 
were in the buildings at the time they collapsed suffered enormously severe crush injuries and it's very 
unlikely that they would survive that some may have been in protected pockets particularly in bottom areas 
sometimes happens and then their 
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sometimes happens and then their major problem i suspect would be burns because of the flames that 
persisted in that rubble for so many hours but the crush injuries given the weight that came down on all of 
that have to be just enormous those we've talked to who came down who actually evacuated made it down 
the stairs made it out said by the time they got downstairs already people were severely burned wandering 
around in the days another question about the blood bank this morning i was told that surgeries have been 
canceled in new york unless they're a dire necessity to conserve all of the blood and that the red cross is 
rapidly sending blood toward this city to make sure that there's enough on storage yes uh i mean they will do 
surgeries if they're life-saving or have any potential to be life-saving and the response for blood has been 
enormous and i honestly don't believe in the long run if they can be transporting blood in here in efficient 
ways that will be the real issue burn injuries are an enormously difficult problem for long-term medical care 
fluid loss and infection make it a very chronic injury and those are the kinds of injuries that consume medical 
resources very quickly and very enormously if there was one of the saddest quotes i saw yesterday was from 
a doctor at st vincent's hospital who said literally we're getting dozens and dozens of people in here burned 
head to foot there was one terribly touching story i read about a man who was coming down the stairway at 
the world trade center and he passed four people and he couldn't he he went to help them and he couldn't 
and they didn't wouldn't let him touch him touch them because they were so badly burned that they couldn't 
stand the contact and i understand that burn patients were flown out to hospitals as far away as canada 
where there are excellent burn units and down to nashville tennessee vanderbilt university apparently that 
has a good burn unit the most important issue is to get them to a burn unit not just any hospital bed this 
requires true expertise if you have third degree 
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true expertise if you have third degree burns over more than 80 of your body your chances for survival are 
minimal even with the best of modern care but it certainly is worth a try and it has to be done by a center that 
is really expert one of the things you said tim is that in the aftermath of these national traumas that you see 
these after shocks around the country suicide rates yes there are there are three groups that are really 
vulnerable in the days after an event like this even when they're far from the scene at the other end of the 
country for example one are people who are already having psychological emotional problems something 
like this as they watch it over and over again on tv can tip them over the edge they need special support 
probably increase medication a second group believe it or not are people with coronary artery disease we 
know from past traumatic events that the heart attack rate goes up even nationally closer to the scene even 
more because these people are also marginal and they need to be in touch with their physicians about 
increased medication and finally i have to mention children who are so vulnerable to the anxiety that they 
pick up from adults around them and from the television their television viewing time depending on their age 


of course should be restricted and they need tremendous support to reassure them that they're in a safe 
environment when they're at home or in some other place with family and friends i know talking to rescue 
workers who were in oklahoma city just the kind of impact it has on them and it's it's not impact it necessarily 
manifests itself in the days that they're there but they relive it they go over it and the residual effects months 
and even years down the pike are very great and now of course you're talking about classic post-traumatic 
stress syndrome that can absolutely occur up to months later for the first time come on up to months later 
yeah i want to come back if we can now to some of these pictures that we have been seeing for the past 24 
hours and and they are stunning the phenomenon in this country of people who have video cameras 
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who have video cameras everywhere and perhaps the one that made us all just stop and gasp yesterday 
was the one of the plane going into the second tower which was the north tower it was that united airlines 
flight and you'll see it come in here take a look up we're just going to let you watch this for a second it slams 
when we saw it on the air live yesterday the second tower was obscured by the first and we saw that plane 
come in and then saw the flame shoot out and you couldn't see it nearly as clearly as you can in that picture 
taken from the other side of the towers the plane goes right in as george stephanopoulos said to me this 
morning it almost looks like a bad special effect in a movie you can't believe what you're seeing is real the 
plane hits the building the second world trade center tower broadside goes right in and you can see the 
flame come out the other side that picture was taken by a young freelance photographer named evan 
fairbanks and evan if i recall your story you were at trinity church down in in downtown new york yesterday 
yeah we were setting up for a video shoot there to shoot the arch archbishop of wales and uh sitting in our 
studio and there was a we took a power hit there's a little flash in the light grid and and about 10 seconds 
later people started pouring in saying things about the trade center that would have been about the first 
building now somebody else had a had a camera right they had a video camera well basically what 
happened is there was a little pandemonium and people deciding what to do whether we should stay 
whether we should leave if the shoot was going to be canceled and i ran out being a photographer i just had 
the instinct to leave the building with my still photography gear and i saw the production manager sky david 
in the hallway putting a battery on a on a video camera and a tape in it and i just instinctively grabbed it like i 
was going to a fire rescue and i was grabbing my my coat and i just ran out and you were shooting the first 
tower which had already been hit by the first 
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which had already been hit by the first flight the american uh flight 11 when uh united 175 also a 767 came in 
to the second tower did you realize could you first of all was your eye at the viewfinder at that time or were 
we just my eye was on the was locked on the viewfinder and and i'm just curious what went through your 
mind went through your heart what came out of your mouth there wasn't much that could go through my 
mind i just saw a white flash coming out of the left side of the frame and i recognized it as an airplane and 
just thought why is there an airplane so close this must be controlled space by now and by the time i finished 
that thought i saw it the air the plane disappear into the side of the building of people all around as they're 
watching the horror the incredulity of people around it we keep hearing these these exclamations oh god oh 
no oh god oh no do you remember what you said i don't i i don't have any idea what i said were you scared 
my first thought was to just keep the camera pointed up and and hold the shot for the three seconds that i'm 
supposed to hold it for and and then i saw debris raining down and realized i better get out of the way so i 
ran around the corner and threw my body in my equipment under the car and just stuck the camera lens out 
and shot up for another few seconds photographer you you tend to become an extension of your camera 
rather than a thinking person i think cause sometimes photographers always told me sometimes they forget 
that they're there and they're so focused on the camera you went no realizing what you had as i recall you 
went to get a copy of that and then the pictures that you'd made and then as you came out uh just by 
coincidence of timing the building was still standing and you went back to shooting it and that's when the 
collapse occurred you were shooting there at the collapse right yeah the port authority police that were 
escorting me with this prize tape said all right you want to 
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prize tape said all right you want to get one more shot and i said yeah please and i just i just was compelled 
to keep pointing the camera at the sky at this plume of smoke because it was so unbelievable and i just 
thought i guess if i keep shooting it i don't know maybe it'll go away or it won't be on the tape or and i was 
just did a tilt down and put some people in the foreground and suddenly i heard a rumble and it started 
coming toward me i'm going to try to get the the control room to go back and cue that up it went by once um 
and and i don't and this is this is the this is the plane when it came in but i want to show later on when evan 
came when evan came back out there's the plane going in again and then it was after this that you uh 
understandably took off from there and we saw those pictures of the debris in the streets i think at one point 
we even see your shadow here as you're running with the camera and then it's a little bit later after this is still 
going yeah there's your shadow right there with the see the camera in your hand and these are people 
needless to say with some concern for their own welfare on the streets of new york at that time around the 
world trade center and then you went in to copy this as he mentioned and then came back out and this is 
where the collapse came right right and i just remember thinking that after a couple of seconds this is this is 
coming at me yeah and i'm not going to be i'm not going to get out of the way so i just turned the camera 
over my shoulder pointed it up in the air and just started running and i saw i've seen footage of volcano ash 
chasing down a village and just knew that i was going to be in a really nasty situation and i just dove under 
the biggest emergency response vehicle that i could see no matter how many times you see it it it just chills 
you evan fairbanks thanks thanks very much thank you a couple of 
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thanks very much thank you a couple of notes here coming across the wires about flights today i just want to 
say uh this afternoon dulles airport's going to be opening for people to come in and search for their baggage 
and there is a report out now that some airlines are talking about resuming flying today we've got we've got 
southwest airlines american west starting to fly again at noon delta alaska airlines horizon saying they'll 
resume flights later in the day and united airlines american airlines have not released statements on their 
decisions about relevance of course the two airlines that were hit by the hijackers two planes each from 
united and american hijacked yesterday and lisa start pointing out that though the announcement yesterday 
was that all flights in the united states would be suspended through noon today obviously until they have 
security measures uh in place uh i doubt the faa will allow flying to resume but once those precautions are in 
place and once they have the security system set then perhaps we can get america's air system going again 
as we Say details keep emerging just drop by drop and jane's defense weekly is always a great source of 
early information and incidents like this and we want to go to paul beaver who is with jane's defense weekly 
and also we have vincent canestro standing by as a terrorism expert and if i can start with you paul tell me 
what you have learned well it's a very interesting situation that's been developing um during the night here in 
london and basically i think that the finger has started now to point towards an arab or a group that has allied 
with osama bin laden the america's number one fugitive i mean he's the chief suspect on this now and it 
does seem that he and perhaps a group of people allied to him were responsible for this but if that's so it 
meant that they would have been planning this for years and it's very much a situation that people are 
concerned that why was there such a lapse in security not just in the united states 
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not just in the united states but across the world into the middle east somebody surely should have known 
this was happening we knew last week that there was going to be some sort of terrorist activity we thought it 
was going to be in the middle east and obviously it happened in the united states paul i'm i'm interested a 
couple of things uh abc's uh john miller who who interviewed osama bin laden once and who has followed 
this story so closely said that his pattern has been that he foreshadows gives some indication of what he's 
about to do yes he does he's got a big ego and he really likes to uh to be there when it happens or to see it 
when it happens so obviously he would have seen it when it happened because what he would have done is 
actually seen it uh happening live on on television or at least a lot of it live on television yes but i think that he 


normally does um in in the way in which a number of terrorists do actually sort of identifies that there is going 
to be something happening and i think that was what the warnings were last week but there had been 
warnings through the year since the uss cole uh was bombed in aidan harbour there have been increasing 
indications i hear certainly in europe and in the middle east that osmond bin laden was going to do 
something i'm interested you say this would have required planning for years what makes you think that well 
to get simultaneously to hijack four aeroplanes uh and to fly them into uh targets of of high value it's not 
something he thought about last week or whoever did this thought about last week you had to get your 
people into place you have to make sure that they know what they're doing you have to make sure they 
know what they are going to what their targets are going to be you have to plan this meticulously you have to 
organize force passports now we understand that the american fbi have identified five possible suspects who 
may well have had passports from the united arab emirates it doesn't mean to say they are emiratis it means 
that they had obtained passports from the united arab emirates in the same way as people obtained forced 
passports all over the world it just would have probably looked good with their complexion and i think that this 
is a situation 
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and i think that this is a situation that somebody has thought long and hard about how to do it the uae is a 
strong ally of the united states in the gulf so it wouldn't have seemed at all unusual that emiratis will be 
traveling domestically in the united states vince can astraro if you're there in our washington bureau i want to 
pull you in now yes diane i want to ask you about this uh as we know afghanistan has been the country 
which has harbored osama bin laden and harvard is training camps all throughout the country however we 
know we also hear of syrian involvement we also hear well the iraqis this morning have put out newspapers 
saying that this is due punishment for the united states how much must the united states look at countries 
other than afghanistan and which ones well i think they have to consider a number of possibilities but the uh 
the cia i think has arrived at a preliminary conclusion that it was osama bin laden um and that um we you we 
can hear you that's supportion was directed by the bin laden's organization but one has to wonder how much 
support he might have had for example in the uss coal bombing last october the uh fbi uh believes that the 
bin laden organization was the perpetrator of that terrorist event but there was some training and support 
particularly by a hezbollah bomb maker in in that operation so while bin laden has a far-flung operation and 
he does have an inner cadre to conduct very dramatic and sensational kinds of operations he may have had 
support from from uh from other uh sources and that may include a country like iraq particularly since iraq 
has a motivation 
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motivation to strike back at the united states but i think this morning all the evidence is pointing towards bin 
laden as the the author of the operation vince were you as struck by the president's uh line as i was in his 
speech when he said we will make no distinction when he was talking about how the united states would 
respond we will make no distinction between those who carried this out and those who harbored them and 
uh obviously my first thought is uh bin laden is so well identified as being in afghanistan but i wonder if that 
includes other nations as well charlie i think the president was reflecting intelligence briefings he had 
received and the substance of some of those intelligence briefings was that the bedlad organization was 
involved with this operation i think the intelligence people as well as federal law enforcement have already 
identified some of the characters who may have participated and at least one of them has been identified as 
a member of the al qaeda organization itself so i think all the early information is is pointed towards the 
taliban and osama bin laden last night for example the fbi spread out across the country in conjunction with 
ins officials questioning afghanis in this country who who were immigrants who didn't have full citizenship 
may have had green cards people with a pattern of traveling back and forth to afghanistan as part of this this 
focus right now on bin laden and afghanistan as the source of these operations so uh i think um we'll know 
more definitively within the next couple of days but i think clearly from the policy point of view people are 
focusing on bin laden and and their host the taliban all right our thanks to vince canestrara and also to paul 
beaver 
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vince canestrara and also to paul beaver i want to go back if we can now because we've seen pictures 
coming up of the rescue effort downtown and bring it back to the human toll oh the humanity as we have said 
so many times 50 to 70 000 people down in this complex not to mention the firefighters and policemen who 
went in and who are now missing as we know the new york fire chief beat gansey apparently dead we also 
have a report now that the three top fire department officials may have been among those who died and one 
of them was ray downey the chief of special operations and he led the new york firefighters who went into 
oklahoma city to try to undertake the rescue there as we know the financial toll is unimaginable and by that i 
mean human as well as market toll we're talking about 51 floors from morgan stanley alone in the world trade 
center we're going to bring in andy serber who is with abc and also fortune magazine editor large andy i can 
only imagine what it is to be you and start making the list of all the people you Know who might be there i'm 
glad you're focusing on the personal side of this diane because for me the past day has been extremely 
difficult as it has been for anyone on wall street um answering the phone and emails is sort of like russian 
roulette right now the joy of finding out that someone didn't go to work yesterday at the world trade center 
which happened to one of my closest friends and then um people who haven't called home yet and we can 
assume perhaps the worst in that case i also found out apparently a friend of mine had perished and so um 
this is what it's like and it's a real human tragedy and i was trying to comfort my children last night we had a 
friend spending the night who was trapped in the city and couldn't get out so you know their real lives real 
people and it's it's horrible and and that's what we're all focusing on 
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and that's what we're all focusing on and and now we're starting to add up the damage the stories around 
new york uh everybody you talked to when i went home last night as as i said the series of phone calls that 
you make and uh one of my daughter's best friends uh had had a call yesterday from two close friends of 
hers saying we're on the 102nd floor of the world trade center there's a fire below us and we're waiting for 
rescue we don't know how serious it is do you know anything and her friend told her what she could and they 
haven't been heard from since and i i i suspect since you deal with people in the financial world all the time 
and those buildings were so filled with people in the financial world that that story is multiplied many times 
over in your personal experience yes and the reports are all over the place at first apparently the people all 
the people at morgan stanley 3 500 people or so were were okay now we're not sure credit suisse people 
still unaccounted for cantor fitzgerald a big bond firm unknown and the reports are just going to be coming in 
but you know the target was wall street and they tried to destroy wall street and they succeeded to a large 
degree i mean not the whole of wall street but they blew up a large portion of it andy the the planes came in 
845 903 there are 50 000 people uh who work in those two twin towers there's another 20 000 they say that 
pass through there to the restaurants to the shops to the whatever it is really a city within itself of those 
buildings and we should mention it's not just those two buildings there are other buildings there number 
seven world trade center which was a 47-story building right there in the complex also collapsed last night 
about five o'clock brought down not because of any kind of attack but because the collapse of the towers had 
done such damage to the building it went down as well but were do people go to work what time well 
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do people go to work what time well mostly well there's a couple waves people come in early uh people who 
work on wall street a lot of people come in at seven there are other people who come in later at nine uma 
whole lot of people charlie we we don't know the answer to exactly how many people are there we're still 
trying to figure that out but there were a lot of people do come in there at seven o'clock yeah uh a quick 
question to you about the markets themselves what's going to happen we've got uh what asia already closed 
business days in europe right now one point i want to make just a historical point a month after pearl harbor 
and our entry into world war ii the market was two percent higher than it had been before the attack so let us 
remember that but what do you expect now well they're going to be some huge short-term implications uh 
japan was down about 6.6 percent uh the european markets in mid-day trading right now are actually flatter 


slightly up this is the second day for them though remember they were already feeling the impact of this 


yesterday you know we're going to see the usual things which is gold is up oil is up the dollar is down stocks 
are down bonds 


END 


